Forres athletes made all the running at the latest event in the Moray Forest Runs series at Quarrelwood on Wednesday evening.  This popular series has been run for many years by a partnership of local village hall committees and runners from Forres Harriers and Moravian Orienteers.  Wednesday’s event was an important annual fundraiser for Spynie Hall Committee who helped stage the race in the hilly woodland behind the atmospheric rural home .
The evening got under way with the traditional 11’s-and-under race, where 47 extremely athletic-looking primary school children toed the line. The steep uphill start did nothing to slow the pace as the young runners blasted off up into the woods as they set off on a 1-mile loop of paths and narrow trails. It seemed no time at all before 10-year-old Aidan ferry from Anderson’s School appeared down the finishing straight, and the talented Forres runner fairly hared across the finish line in an excellent time of 6:02. Hard on his heels was school mate and rival Jake Carpenter who just couldn’t close the 5-second gap but did manage to fend off Robert Fraser by a fraction of a second to make it a remarkable 1-2-3 for the Anderson’s P6 class.  This is the first time that pupils of any school have taken the top 3 places – let alone ones from the same class! Anderson’s weren’t short of girl power either, as 10-year-old Amy Beck finished as leading girl in 5th overall in 6:31 with Alves pupil Anna MacFadyen 2 seconds back in overall 7th. Grace Whelan, aged just 9, from Milnes Primary, was 3rd girl only one second behind. 
No sooner had the excitement died down that the under 16s were off. This time it wasn’t such a close run thing, with Forres Academy’s 14-year-old running phenomenon Fraser Scott in a totally different class. His winning time of 9:03 for the mile-and-a-half race was too good for Lossiemouth High’s Lewis Sim who was the only other runner to break the 10-minute barrier. Callan Thain from Buckie came 3rd. In the girls’ race there was yet more Forres dominance. Millie Johnstone (12) continued on her way to becoming a real force for the future with 6th overall in a time of 10:30, while 13-year-old Zoe Hayward, also Forres, was runner up and 7th overall in 10:47. Kelsey Skinner flew the flag for East Moray by coming 3rd in 12:02.

And so to the main event of the evening. All eyes were on Forres superman Ben Livesey, who looked in awesome shape as he prepared to face the testing 4-mile route that lay ahead. Livesey did not disappoint, and he matched the performances of the town’s younger generation by steamrollering over the rest of the record 110-strong field with a quite staggering time of 22:25 making a complete nonsense of Robbie Patterson’s 23:01 course record. Even hardened athlete Paul Rogan, who had spent much of the afternoon marking out the course, couldn’t get close – his time of 23:45, despite beating his PB by over a minute, was only good enough to secure him a 10-second margin over 3rd place Simon Dobbs from Moray Road Runners. Elgin brothers John and Blair Little seem set to be a major force to reckon with as they get older. The two teenagers just get better and better, with older sibling John still managing to hold the edge over the younger Blair. The pair finished 15th and 16th with just 22 seconds separating them. They, along with Moray Road runner Kenny Wilson, look to be strong challengers for the under-21 series shield.
It was a slightly subdued run by Forres teenager Eleanor Duncan who managed 34th overall to win the women’s race. Eleanor’s time of 29:46 was exactly the same as she achieved in 2008, but it was still good enough to beat off a fine challenge from Elspeth Jenkins of Moray Road Runners by 14 seconds. Jenkins’ club mate Norma Beaton also had a slightly off day, finishing a minute down on her 2009 time, but she still managed to secure third place.
Series co-ordinator Mark Ellis was all smiles afterwards. “Everyone was a winner,” said Ellis “particularly the organising team from Spynie Hall who have benefited to the tune of well over £300. This series has done wonderful things, not only for local runners, but for entire communities; it’s great to see how sport can bring local communities together, and it’s nice for runners to see the hall looking in such good shape thanks to money raised from the Forest Runs. I reckon that around £2,500 has gone in to the hall coffers over the years thanks to this event.“

Ellis also congratulated the younger runners on their efforts. “One of the key aims of the series is to encourage the younger generation to get active. I’m delighted to see that the series has been so successful in getting so may many young people out enjoying their running.”

The final race in the series is next Wednesday (30 June) at Monaughty Forest, based at the Torrieston Picnic areas near Miltonduff. The series trophies, donated by Little’s the Jewellers of Elgin, will be handed over to the Under 21 and Under 16 males and females who have had the best combined results over all 4 of the races in the series. Ben Livesey will miss the final event due to work commitments, but the star of the series will be replaced by a runner who, on paper, is quite a bit faster and would have given Livesey a real fright. Edinburgh international star Scott Fraser is in Moray on business and plans to be running. The powerful off-road orienteering and fell-running specialist has a 5-mile time on the road of 24:40, and with the hilly Monaughty course playing to his strengths, Fraser looks set to be the man to beat. Registration for the event is at the usual time of 6.15 pm, with the junior race starting at 6.45 followed by the senior and under-16s race at 7.15.
